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The importance of 
corn goes beyond 
food.  Every part 
of the plant was 
used to make dif-
ferent things. 
 
Corn husks were 
woven into mats, 
baskets, and moc-
casins and made 
into cornhusk dolls . 
 
The cobs were 
used as scrubbers 
and container 
stoppers. 

The frame of a 
longhouse was typi-
cally made of ce-
dar or hickory 
poles.. They may 
also have used elm. 
Bark lashing was 
used to hold the 
poles together 
where they inter-
sected. Tree bark 
was used to cover 
the frame to make 
the walls and roof 
of the house. Bark 
lashing was also 
used to tie the 
bark onto the 
frame.  Bark bas-
kets were made 
out of elm too. 

The Iroquois made 
purple wampum 
beads from the 
Quahog clamshell. 
 
They made white 
beads from the 
center part of the 
Atlantic whelk. 
  
Wampum beads are 
strung on strings. 
Wampum beads are 
woven into belts 
with symbols that 
tell Iroquois his-
tory.  
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