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O
n D

ecem
ber 16, 17

7
3
, about 15

0
 colonists d

ressed
 as M

o-
haw

k Ind
ians board

ed
 three B

ritish ship
s anchored

 in B
oston 

H
arbor. T

he ship
s w

ere
 load

ed
 w

ith hund
red

s of crates of 
tea. T

he colonists began to d
estroy the cargo to p

rotest the 
tax on tea. 

O
n A

p
ril 5

, 17
64

, P
arliam

ent p
assed

 a m
od

ified
 version of the S

ugar and
 

M
olasses A

ct (17
3
3
), w

hich w
as about to exp

ire. U
nd

er the M
olasses A

ct 
colonial m

erchants had
 been required

 to p
ay a tax of six p

ence p
er gallon 

on the im
p
ortation of foreign m

olasses. B
ut because of corrup

tion, they 
m

ostly evad
ed

 the taxes and
 und

ercut the intention of the tax —
 that 

the E
nglish p

rod
uct w

ould
 be cheap

er than that from
 the F

rench W
est 

Ind
ies. T

he F
irst L

ord
 of the T

reasury, and
 C

hancellor of the E
x
chequer 

L
ord

 G
renville w

as trying to bring the colonies in line w
ith regard

 to p
ay-

m
ent of taxes. T

he S
ugar A

ct red
uced

 the rate of tax on m
olasses from

 
six p

ence to three p
ence p

e
r gallon, w

hile G
renville took m

easures that 
the d

uty be strictly enforced
. T

he situation d
isrup

ted
 the colonial econ-

om
y by red

ucing the m
arkets to w

hich the colonies could
 sell, and

 the 
am

ount of currency available to them
 for the p

urchase of B
ritish m

anu-
factured

 good
s. T

his act, and
 the C

urrency A
ct, set the stage for the 

revolt at the im
p
osition of the S

tam
p
 A

ct. 
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Write something about each event or use the facts given. 
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