Swordsmith would gather metal strips of varying hard-
ness. In a heated furnace the strips were beaten to-
gether until they formed a single billet of steel. This
billet was then put into water and then reheated. This
process was repeated and repeated adding layer upon
top of layer of steel. A blade was formed by small
hammers and scrapers. Tempering the blade was the
swordsmith’s secret. He mixed charcoal, clay and
other ingredients and covered the sword with it. After
the mixture was removed, the edge was ground until
sharp. After that, circular hand guards were made by
other craftsman but fitted by the swordsmith.
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